
Y EXPERIENCES WITH
CORALLUSHORTULANUSHORTULANUS
AND CORALLUS HORTULANUS COOK!
R.E.M. van der Veen.

INTRODUCTION

In this article, I would like to describe how | became

so enthusiastic about this species. At first, I will tell

you something about the species and later on, I will

tell you about some of my experiences with Coral/us
hortulanus hortulanus and Coral/ushortulanus cooki.
There will be things mentioned, which most readers
will already know but I still thought they were a
worthwhile contribution to this article.

THE FAMILY BOIDAE (GRAY 1825)

The general features of boidae are: eyes with vertical
elliptical pupils, narrow nostrils, many rows of scales
around the body, narrow ventral scales, the presence
of two fully developed lungs, they lack small teeth on
the premaxilla (the pythons still contain these), the
pelvis is rudimentary for hind |egs(you can find these

on each side of the cloacal opening, the so called

spurs). In male animals, you can see these spurs very
clearly, in female animals these spurs are very small
and sometimes difficult to see.

Coral/us hortulanus hortulanus. Breeder: I Simon, Kirchen (Germany).
Photo by A. Bening.
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This boa is a slender tree boawith a wide head on a small

neck. The nasal scales are in contact with each other.

This snake is one of the most variable in colour.

Generally, adults ore yellowish to greyish brown, with

many small oval dark spots down the centre of the
back. The belly is greyish yellow to whitish, with few

or many dark blotches. Occasionally there are bright
red colours in the pattern and the dorsal circles may
be outlined with bright red or yellow. The top of the
head is heavily marked with blackish irregular lines
in most specimens, with distinct dark stripes running
back from the eye to the corner of the mouth.

Adults commonly are a meter in length. The maxi-

mum length is about 2,5 meters. The tail is l5-20%
of the total length. Coral/us hortulanus ranges from
Costa Rica (and Nicaragua?) in Central America over
most of northern South America, South Bolivia and
South Brazil. It also occurs in the Guiana’s,
Venezuela and Colombia, plus Trinidad and Tobago.
Additionally, it is common in the Windward Islands of
the southern Caribbean, St.-Vincent and Grenada
and the Grenadines.

There ore two subspecies: Coral/us hortulanus hor-
tulanus and Coral/us hortulanus cooki. By counting
the dorsal scales, you can say if your dealing with

Coral/ushortulanus hortulanus or Coral/ushortulanus
cooki. Coral/us hortulanus hortulanus >50 and Coral/us

hortulanus cooki <50.
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A table of fundamental characteristics of Coral/us

__
hortulanus

Rarely a specimen of Coral/us hortulanus hortulanus
will have 47 or 48 dorsal scale rows.

WHY DID ! CHOOSE CORALLUS?

It all started with a picture of Coral/ushortulanus in a
book by Chris Mattison. The snake fascinated me by

its looks and the power in its eyes. Since I did not have

any experience with keeping snakes, | first started

keeping Elaphe species. However, true love never dies
and my love for tree snakes was there from the start.

Like every other year, I had free tickets for the Sna—

keday organised in the Netherlands by the

EuropeanSnake Society. This meeting was on 3 October
in 1998. At first, | iust went there to buy some
literature but I couldn’t find anything suitable. What I

did find were Morelia viridis and Coral/us hortulanus
in different colours. They sold Coral/us hortulanus on
several tables. They told me that it is difficult to get
these snakes eating spontaneously. Secondly it does
have a bad temper. Despite all these warnings,
I bought a pair of Coral/us hortulanus.

HUSBANDRY

These animals are mainly iungle animals and there-
fore live mostly in trees, sometimes ot great heights.
The temperature during the daytime is about 280C
and during the night 200Celcius. Considering these
factors | built them their cage. The measurements
are: 40x60x40cm and heated to the temperatures I

mentioned before. This cage is only for when they

are young till semi-adult. When they reached beyond
semi-adult, they are provided with a new environ-

ment, that olso contains better conditions in conside-
ration of pregnancy.

Inside the cage, there are bamboo leaves, branches
and Philodendron plonts (this is to keep the humidity
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(oral/us harm/anus hortulanus. Breeder:mr. Janssons, Den Bosch (The Netherlands). Photo by A. Bening.

Coral/us bartu/anus horîulanus. Breeder: R. Winkler, Zoeterwoude (The Netherlands). Photo by A. Bening.
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I would like to thank Mr. Abuys ond K. Hoppe for
their time and knowledge!

mumAnnem ,

My next article will be about more experiences l had
with these snakes, detailed information about their

cages and their humidity, temperature, scale counts
and some breeding results.
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